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I. W Wh1tes1de may be 
eighty-three years old 
his vision d im, but as 
far as he's concerned 
he can still see the ob­
vious, in this case the 
varied patrerns of an 
alien code. 

"Sharon's UFO 
code " na(Tled for 
Wh1tes1de's grand­
daughter Snaron, re­
portedly arrived un­
oidden on the night of 
May 2 1981 Sharon, 
then age nine was 
paying a v1s1t for the 
night She had 1ust 
gone to bed across 
the room from h~r 
grandfather when she 
noticed a peculiar 
pattern of lights 

'The patterns portrayea 
a number system. An orange disc 

with a triangle · 
in the center stood for zero.' 

As Whiteside re­
calls, Sharon said , 
"Look, there are pretty 
lights on the wall." 

"I 1ust told her to go to sleep," Whit~s1de says, hls firm 
voice d1ssolv1ng into a chuckle, as it often <foes "But she 
persist~d. so I turned to look." 

Whiteside. a former Bell LaEis communications engineer 
from Glenview II hnrns, was amazed to see a white perfectly 
formed trapezoid. It flashed slowly four times he says, and 
then rotated shglitly After a wh1Je. he adds the light sf11fted 
to the bookcase (shown next to Wh1tes1Cle above) forming 
discs two inches ac(oss. 'Tue discs formed f1v:Ei' patterns 
ail beautifully colored like .1..ewe1ry · Wh1tes1de notes "Each 
pattern was repeated four times." 

To the former engineer, a pattern coula only be a mes­
sage And thanks to "Sharon's photographic: memory " he 
says, he managed to record literally dozens of patterns 
composea not only of trapezrnas ar.id discs, but also trian­
gles, rectangles, and squares. 

After weeks of 1nt~rpretaflon , Whiteside had his conclu­
sion: The patterns portrayed a simple number system An 


